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C!. oHHt::rV IS O F f'.ty '".t•V. ) 
• The year 1774 wa~ not part i cul a r l y outRt and iny in our 
an nA.l s hut 2( 0 y ears , a l though hut a momfmt in the h i story 
of the world , i s a l onp t i me in the hi s t ory f th u 1 o. e noy a Arch . 

C. nl y t hi rty years b E'!fo re had t h e f irAt 11rint ed ref'er ence 
to the Order aripeared, namely , i n Dr. Fi f i el d d' Assi gny • s 
"Seri ous and Im11ar t ial l!]nqui ry etc•: 1mblished i n 1744. 

'l'he vr de r had, obviously , b 8en in ex1Sta nee bef o re tha'\ 
date but it is quite i mpossi ble t o say how old it ~he~ was or 

how wides pread its ~o~ularity . 

In l7t4 t his Supreme Gr and CkaDt er was a mere e i ght Ieara 
o~d, ha•ing been est ablished under the f amoue Charter of Compact 

by whieh it had power t o co nst itute subordinate Chapt ers. 

Thi a r ower was not, howev er, excerci se4 until 1769 when, 
i n th~t year, e i ght Warrant s (they were not t hen ca lled Charters) 
were i Asued , five of t he Cha~t ers est ablis hed thereby are, ha~rily , 

sti l l in exi s t ance ; they each had a bi-centenar y Chart er pres
ent ed in 1969 

Aft er thi s burst of activit~in 1769 , enthusi asm seems t o 
ha• e a.bat ed somewhat and only on e mo re Warr ant was i ssued (in 
1771 but ,.rhich doe s riot s eem t o have been acted upon) befor e the 
year no w under revi ew . 

Exalt ation, or 'arching', regul arly t ook nl ace in Gr and 
Chapter its elf which s eems t o have s er.ed the Metrovolis as a 

Chapter as well as a goTer Tui ng \ ody. 

Brethren were aleo exalted in thei r Craft Lodges, both 
under the pr em i er Gr and LodBe and the AntiP.nt s Grand Lodge. ..--

P . T . O. 
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Bttt what of the ritual as t he year 1774 dawnetl? 
The Gr and Chapter archiTes throw no lipht on the eubjeet. 

The Mi nutes ~~~ record that Brothe r s ~o-and-•o were 
"exal ted t o this sublime Degree" or were "permitted t o pass 
the ttoy al Arch 11 • 

In adaiti0n, it was cust omar y t o r ehea r se the l ectures 
(not to be confused with t he l:' rincipal s ' l ectures eo :familiar 

t o- day) , t he minutee recor d i ng· that the 'uauaJ. sections~ 

~ through' or the 'usual sect i ons Deing ended ~ Chapt er 

!l!.! eloeed ~ a•journed' or 8"~ such wording . 

Our knowledge of the ritual at that dat e i s fragment ary 
and eource material seanty. To-day is not the occaei on 
(even if t i me permitted) t o go i nt o the subject at l ength but 
it can be briefl y s t at ed t hat the candidate wae pr epared mue~ 

as fo r the Craft i nitiation, that the trunilia r t ool s were carr
i ed by the So j ourners when t he candi date WRS re ce iTed, that he 
was auestioned by t he Pr incipal s ; t hat an obligation was req-
61red, that 1ege nd of the discovery o f a secret Taul t waa enacted, 

that t he ' word' was communicated and t hat other ceremonial action• 
we know to-day were obaerTed. 

Much mor e i s known, however, or the r egalia of the l160 '• 
and 1770 ' s . The Compani ons wo re apr ons of "whi ~e l eather 

indented r ound wi th crimson r i blK>n and atri~ge of t he same wi~~ 
a T H in gold pr operly di s pl ayed on the 9lD" - lli second eolt•r 

~!!£.!introduced until much l a t e!· · 

Both t he i ndented saeh and breas; j ewel were alma•' i dea'
ical with tho se~ we wear t o- day . 

The r obes of the ~ rinci~al s were ~lain; t he more de•or ... 
-at1Te s tyle , deeigned by t he CheTalier Ruepini,were ado~~ed in 

1777. 

For a t i me t he weari ng o:f t he R. A. avron ceased when, in 

1:773 , Gr and Chapt e r r esolTed t hat it lte "diaused ....• untill t he 
Grand Lodge s hallvpermit t he Companions of t hi s Chapter t o wear 

P.T. O. 
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't hem i n Grand Lodge and in al] ~ri•ate Fr ee Masone• Lodges" 

Qrand Lo dge ne•er did eo allow and it ie \elie•ed tke 
resolution was quietly i gnored and the ~earing of the dia
ti noti•e a~ron r esumed. 

Tha t Grand Lodge r efusen t o allow t he R. A. apr on t o be 
worn was not Rurpri s i ng ae it did not reeegniee either t he 
d epr~e or the Gr and Chant er. As t ar ~ae~ as 1759 Gr and 
SeeretA.ry St'encer wr ot e 11 ••• our society i A neither Arch, 
Royal Arch or l\ntient" a nd again , soon a!ter +. he fo rmation 
01' Gr and Cha'[lt er in 1766 " .... t he Royal Ar ch i A a Society which 
we do not achnowl edge a nd which 'We hold t o be a n 1 nvent.ion 
t o i ntroduce inovation R.nd sen uce the br ethren" . 

Thi s ott icail o~posit ion , or non-recogni~ ion , which 
continued unt il t he uni on of the Gr and Lodee s i n 1813, did 
~. however, ur event many Gr and Off icer s from bei ng exalted 
i n t he ur der. 

Another d i stingui ~hed Gr and Seeret ary , J ames Hesel t ine, 
not only s i gned t he Char ter of Compact but became Firs~ Gr and 
Princi pal in 1773 and agai n i n 1786 ~! Ot her cont emvorary 
cH.et:tnp,ui aked brethren, mem·l>er e o f Gr and Chapter, were t he 
Che• a l i er Barthol omew Ruspi ni, l at er t o becom e ~1rst Grand 
rri nci~al ; James Gal~oway, who was Juni or Grand War den i n 1781 
and Fi rst Grand Principal ~our yeare l ater ; an~ J ohn Allen, 
J r ovinoial Gr and Mast er 'fo r LancaAhtre (1769 - 1E~1 6 ), 11 iret 
Gr and Princi nal 1782 Rnd Gr and Tr easurAr ot Gr and Cha~t er 
~rom 1794 - 1806 . 

Pr obably t he moRt di s tingui s hed of was the cel ebrP.ted 
Thomas Duncker ley who l a t er became Grand Supet~Hndent in and 
o~er no fewe r than 18 Royal Ar ch l' r ovinces and ] r o•incial 
Gr and Mast er fo r 8 Craft Pr o•inoes. 
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Another mema er o! Grand Chapt er at this time wae Br. g~J~l 
Ca~tain Geo r~e Smith, who , althoueh he be• rune Pr ovincial Grand 
Maeter f or 1'- ent i n 1777, oue;ht t o a e described ae • not orious' 
r ather than di Rtin:,c;ui shed. Whil et i n the ~ ing ' e Benck 
pri eon -for debt in 178~ with other Masone, h1e held rneetinge ar 
the Lodge of which he was Mast e r actually !n the r ri eon at which 
he conferred degr ees . He was dul y cal len t o account by the 
Gr and Lodee. The following year the matter ot a fal s e Cer t-
i f icate , used by a beggar t o c0llect ~JmR aF e ni s tres sed Mason, 
came before Grand Lodge. Cn i nvestigation i t transpired 
that the Certi f i cate ha br en bbtained from Smith ~ho was , in 
consequence, Rummoned to a~pear bef or e the Commottee of Charit1. 
He did not apvear and was expelled .the Craft. 

In 1774 t he Grand Pr i ncipals were Charles Tayl or, Charle • 
Hanltury o.nd Jamee Bottomly , Companio,ne about whom ve~ little 
i s known but who att ended the Grand Chapt er wi t h gr eat r egula rity 
- Tayl or and Bott oml y attending 7 meetings out of ei ght an4 

Fl'ai18ury 4 out of 8 , eo performing co·nseientiouely the dutiee o f 

thei r Ut tlcee . Curiollsl y flnough, Comp . Taylor, who had been 
G~and Treasurer si nce !111. wo.e reriuest ed '' t o continue t he care 
o f t he cash" when he wae e l ect ed M. E. z., (!! ) - pr obabl y t hf' 
only exam l e o:f dual act ive of f ices . 

' Let u s n0~ l ook more closel y a t t he work of Grand Chapt er 
during the year undet r evi eYJ (1774 ) . The !iret mP-At ing wa.e 

held on the 14th. J anuary at the Mi t re Tavern, Fl ee t Street, when 
two brethr en "were severally ~erl'IJitted to pass the Rioyal Ar ch 
and pd. the usual f i ne" . H. R. H. Henry Fr ederi ck , Duke of 

Cumberl and, f ourth son of the Yrince of Wal es , was unanimously 
eleeted ~atron of the urder . The M. E. 2., Tayl or, was elPcterl ~ , 
ay ~allot and t~e Seeond and Third Grand ~rineipal~ were appointed 
ae were t he So j ournere and Scriaee~!! 

The Com~aniona alRo (I quote) "vot ed their thanke to 
Br . Heselt inP- f or ~is paBt f are and Assidui t y ae t he l a t e P. Z. 
and a New Robe was ordered t o be prepared f or him '~ (un-guote) 

µ • r1• • Q • 
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Four Brethren w~re ur o1ios ed, among s t whom was St ephen Sayer, 

a Sheri!! of t he City of J,onoon . The t'i nal mi nut e i s o! 
nart i cul ar inter est and reads :-

"Aft er t he Usual Sol .emn Pr ocessi on & All other 
Bns i nes z ended t he Cr. ( Charter) was closed in 
ancient Fo r m & adj our ned aft er which the Cme 
(Companions) dined t ogether & i n the evening 
a Ball avs held t c celebrat e t he Feetiya1 o! 

St. John a t which aa out 70 Cms ~ Maeter Ma~one 
& Ladies were pr esen,. ~ t,er whieh an ele-
gant Su:p-per wae pr oYided &, thA evening eond
ct ed & oo nc~uded wi~h t hat Har mony and Soeial 
Mirth which has ever 9een the pe culier (eie ) 
Criterions of Masone a nd true Citizens o! the 
World" . 

The second and t hird meet ings (held on 11th. February 
ana 11t h. Mare~(l774 ) ) were of a r outine nature . At the 
f ourt h meeting in t he ye ar, 8tk. Af ril, Br.Smith, t o whom 
~eference has already be en made,/".~.~Hideto t he Cms. a 

Diser tation on t he 4th. Degr ee of Masonry cont ai ni ng many 

Instructive & I ngenious Remarks & r eed . t he Unani moua Thanks 

~;.f the Cm. G0 'fhe Chair" {unquot e) . Ca:pt ~ Smith certainly 
showed i ngenuity in hi s l a t e r activit ies as we have already 
seen. 

Tle most s ign1!1eant buRi ne es o! the eveni ng , however, 
wae communicated DY Br. Heaeltine , the i mmediate l aei M. E.Z. 
(I quot e) Re "read some Des-patches reed. 9y him from Bengal 
sett i ng f or t h t he great De si re of Som (sic ) Brors. ther~~o 
ha'Ye a R. A.C. ( ~ ic. - presumabl y • rloyal Arch Chapter ) and 

s howing t he Di ffi cult ies t hey l a l our under tor want of a pr oper 
n~m•er of resi dent Cme. to r ece ive such authori ty " (un-quot e) 
A Committee was t her euvon ap~o inted to con8i der t he des~atchea 

and t o prepare an answer. } r esuma91y , t he Comyaniona a~~
o ~nt ed went i nto Committee immedi at e!~ because t he minutes go 

}' .T .L . 
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on to record a Resolution (I quote) '' . •• t hat a F a t ent lie granted 

to Br. Durham of' Bengal & any or ( other) 2 r egul ar Bror s . he may 

k now the re t o b .. e R. A. Masone n. .b.lli! !A2. ~ first OTerseae 

c 1H11<.1ti"R !'..!§ granted - it wa.s numbered J;Q and da,;ed 8th. April 1774. 
Un.fortunatel y . the Cha~ter seems never t o haTe f unctioned, aa 

nothing mor e i s he ard of tt. 

On the 13 th. May (1774 ) Capt. Smith aga!l.n pl ayed a par\ -

he ( I Q.U'ote) 11 ••• read t o t he Cms. a Di aAertation in p r a iee of 

Masonry" 

At t he O cto~er mP-et i ng the Introdtlctory l e cture ~as 

neliTe r e d ., a ppa r ently t aki ng no longer than usua l as ( I quot~) 

''· •• t he lms . not h aving t i me t o go t hro• t he Sect ions they were 

post :poned" (11n-guot e) . The minutes also d i Rcl o F.Je a delicate 

a pnrao ch t 0 affairs of t he day i n taat i t was ornered (I ·quote) 

~ ••. a genteel Lr. ( l ett er) 9e wrote •Y E.(Ezra) & sent to 
Br .. Martin desiri ng him to anp . (appoint) somA ~ning pr e-.ioue 

t o the next Cr. ( Cha J.) t e r ) Night to meet Br. Tayl o r &. Br. RI. ch fo 

settle the Acets. relatiTe t o the l ast AnniTer sar y ". 

On thle 11th. NoTem'eer a Brother J ohn }almer, juni or, a 

Mere·t1·ant of St.James Pari s h, Montigo Ba.3·, J amaioa , wae pr o:posed, 

aal lot ed fo r, approv ed and (!__QE~) •· ••• T)ermi t ted t o pass the 

Ar ch t hi e aTeni ng" (~guo~hm account o"f. hi'3 go i ng a.nr oed 
1-efore the next meeti ng . A :t'urthier minute i s worthy of note 

i n t hat it awe ordered t h at Certi~icates De prepRred f or the 

said Br. :Pal mer a nd one other , - t he firs t reco rded ref'P.renee 

to Grand Chapter CP.r tificates. 

The f i nal meet i ng of the year , he l d on 9th. December (1774) 
~~ o:f littl e i nt erest othe r than t h a.t two more brethren were 

exa.l ted. 

So ended one years work o~ the Grand Chapter. There 

had bee·n e i ght mee.t i ngs , at which the aTer age attendance '\Ila! 16, 

and one Committee of Account s . The Grand Principal s and other 

P .T.O. 
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O t~ieere had aeen eleeted and a Hoyal Grand Patren appoin\ed. 

Fourteen 9ret~ren had been exalted and one new C~a~ter 
authorised. The lectures were rehearsed on two occas i ons 
and two papers read. 

I trust, Companions, that this ~rie~ reTiew o~ what 
o•r foretathere were d•ing 200 years ago has been o! some 
interest. 

• That ends Com1 . Hewitt~ l aper but I would like t o add 
one or t wo obeerTatione o! my own. Thus, from this Tery 
brief and sketchy account one cannot Dut aToid t ormi !l{T t he 
or inion t hat Grand Chapt er o! 200 year s ago was a TP. ry slip-shod 
and ] ooee organi sation when compared with Su1)reme Grand Chapt er 
of 1978. A l ot of t hings h A.Te beP.n i, idi ed up t or, as an 
examr>l e , t he Orn er is now goTer ned 'Dy Suvr eme Grand Chapt er 
Repul ations and t he (Craft) Book o f Coneti tut ions. 

A brother now enters t he Holy Royal AFeh t hrough an 
exaltation cer emony c ar r i ed out in a nriTat e R. A. Chapter, !!.Q1 
in Gr and Chant er -c-Y c..... 4~ f!:-l-7.;--

The ' ar chi ng ' ceremony , as our ! or P.bear s cal led it, 
beine r>er:tor med in Grand Cha1>ter i s r emini s cent of t he Craf t 
r> r actice in the 1720 's of conferring the 2nd . and, l at er, 3rd. 
Dee;rees i n Grand LodBe on 011.ncHid ate A ( i. j, E. A• s.) f r om pri ... ate 
Lodges. NeTertheles e, ' ar chi ng ' was al so carri ed out in 
priTate Lodges and Chapters i n both t he "Moderns" a nd"Antients" 
Juri edictione - more so in the "Antient s" Lodgea •. 

In t he early days t he "Moderns" (or Pe emi er ) Grand 
Lodge soon fou~d M«I: that the multitude ot matters t ha' cronned 
up f or attent i on at each Quart erly Comunmieation waa Ruch t hat 
many had t o be r eferred t o the Committee o f Char ity whieh body 
we.a r eouired t o rennrt bac'l{ at the next Quart erly Communication 

or a s aonn ~s noeeible aft er. 

P. T.O. 
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Lat er on t he 11 Ant i ent A" used their,.\ St e-wards Lodge fo r 
t he same uurpose. These two bodi es wer e t he fore runner s of 

I 
t o-<l aye Board Q1 'General Pur poses . 

Com-p . Capt . Smi t h' s "Di ssert ation on tile 4th. Degree o:f 
Masonry " was compl etel y nul l i f i ed 40 yeare l ater by the publicat i on 
of a reTised Book of Constitut i 0ns after the Uni on of the t wo (up 
t o t hen) riTal Grand Lodges -which deelared t hat pure Ancien1 
Masonry conAisted 0! t hree Degr ees . ...• inciuding8~~7ftS1frft8Ja~! 
Arch •. 

It may not haTe escaped your not ice t hat t he aTer age 
at t endance of Grand O!ficere and Pri ncipal• o 'f priTat e Chapt ers 

f or the year 1774 was st ated t o haTe beP.n 16. Attendaneee a' 
Grand Cha-pter these days i s generally A.r ound 800 t o l uOO . But 
t he di eoreriency i s really not so remar kable on r en eetion 'for, due 
t o ~oor r oads and indi fferen~ transport facilities few , i f any , 
Pr oTinoial (or •country• ) Compani ons wer e able t o nut in an appear
ance and (eTen mo r e to t he no int ) the number o f tt . A. pr iTat e 
Chapt ers was Tery much l ess t han t o-day . 

~hi s bri ef peep i nto Royal A~ch affa irs ot just oTer 200 

years aBO should k i ndl e i n us , as Hoyal Ar ch Kaeons , a f eeling of 

ESJ"eat grat itude and ampl e satisfaction t o t hose Com~anione who 
pr es i ded ov er the amal gamation o~ the t wo Juri sdictions in the 
yeare 1813 t o 1817. Hemember, that t he meet i ngs o~ Gr and 
Chapte~n the/{'t'{ were held i n a 11 ttle r oom oTer t he bar of 
t he Mitre TaT~rn, Fl eet Street, London, ann bri ef ly re~erred t o 
i n t hie e'keteh. Fr om1 that humiltl e beFinning l\a e bloss omed f orta 
t he or~anisation t o whi ch we are all ryr ourl t o owe allegi ance Ti z~ 

t he Su"Pr eme Grand Chapter of Engl and - the Mother Grand Chapt er 

of the World. 
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These .emblems are the same as those worn by the corresponding officers 
of the Grand Chapter except that in the case of Provincial or District Grand 
Stewards, Present and Past, the emblem of office shall be a cornucopia. 

The jewel of office shall be not more than three inches in diameter in 
the case of a Present Provincial or District Grand Officer and not more than 
two inches .in diameter in the case of a Past Provincial or District Grand 
Officer.' " 

The M.E. AaTING l <'msT GRAND PRINCIPAL: Companions, E. Comp. 
A. R. Hewitt, P.G.St.B., is kindly going to give us a short address entitled 
"Looking back 200 years". I call on Comp. Hewitt. ~ £4L ~ 

_;:::::? ~ f~{L._, 
LOOKING BACK 200 YKARSY1:l4-e--- ~-

By E. Comp. A. R . Hewitt, P.G.St.B. / ~1=-_.:t1t~t"j"f4-

M.E. ACTING F IRST GRAND PRINCIPAL AND Companions. 

The year 1774 was not particularly outstanding in our annals but 200 
years, although but a moment in the history of the world, is a long time in the 
history of the Royal Arch. Only thirty years before bad the first prfated refer
ence to the Order appeared, namely, in Dr. Fifield d'Assigny's Serious and 
Impartial Enquiry, etc. published in 1744. The Order had, obviously, been in 
ex~tence before that date but it is quite impossible to say how old it then was or 
how widespread its popularity. 

In 1774 this Supreme Grand Chapter was a mere eight years old, having 
been established in 1766 under the famous Charter of Compact by which it had 
power to constitute subordinate Chapters. This power was not, however, 
exercised until 1769 when, in that year, eight Warrants (they were not then 
called Charters) were issued, five of the Ohapters established thereby are, 
happily, still in existence; they each had a bi-centenary Charter presented in 
1969. After this burst of activity in 1769 enthusiasm seems to have abated some
what and only one more Warrant was issued (in 1771 but which docs not seem 
to have been acted upon) before the year now under review. 

Exaltation or 'arching' regularly took place in Grand Chapter itself which 
seems to have served the Metropolis as a Chapter as well as a governing body. 
Brethren were also exalted in their Craft Lodges, both under the premier 
Grand Lodge and the Antients Grand Lodge. But what of the ritual as the 
year 1774 dawned? The Grand Chapter archives throw no light on the subject. 
The minutes merely record that Brothers so-and-so were "exalted to this 
Sublime Degree" or were "permitted to pass the Royal Arch". In addition, 
it was customary to rehearse the lectures (not to be confused with the Prin
cipals' lectures so familiar to-day), the minutes recording that the "usual 
sections were gone through" or the "usual sections being ended the Ohapter 
was closed and atijourned" or some such wording. 

Knowledge of the ritual at that date is fragmentary and source material 
scanty. To-day is not the occasion (even if time permitted) to go into the subject 
at length but it can be briefly stated that the candidate was prepared much as 
for the Craft initiation, that the familiar tools were carried by the Sojourners 
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when the candidate was received, that he was questioned by the Principals, 
that an obligation was required, that a legend of the discovery of a secret 
vault was enacted, that the 'word' was communicated and that other cere
monial actions we know to-day were observed. 

Much more is known, however, of the regalia of the 1760s and 1770s. The 
Companions wore aprons of "white leather indented round with crimson 
ribbon and strings of the same wilh a T H in gold properly displayed on the 
bib" - the second colow· was not introduced until much later. Both the indented 
sash and breast jewel were almosL identical with those we wear to-day. The robes 
of the Principals were plain; the more decorative style, designed by the Cheval
ier Ruspini, were adopted in 1777. For a time the wearing of the R. A. apron 
ceased when, in 1773, Grand Chapter resolved that it be "disused . . . until the 
Grand Lodge shall permit the Companions of this Chapter to wear them in the 
Grand Lodge and in all private Free Masons' Lodges". Grand Lodge never did 
so a llow and it is believed the resolution was quietly ignored and the wearing 
of tlie distinctive apron resumed. 

That Grand Lodge refused to allow the R. A. apron to be worn was not 
sul'prising as it did not recognise either the degree or the Grand Chapter. A.s far 
back as 1759 Grand Secretary Spencer wrote "our society is neither Arch, 
Royal Arch or Antient" and again, soon after the formation of Grand Chapter 
in 1766 "the Royal Arch is a Society which we do not acknowledge and which 
we hold to be an invention to introduce innovation and to seduce the brethren". 
This offieial opposition, or non-recognition, which continued until the union of 
the Grand Lodges in 1813, did not, however, prevent many Grand Officers 
from being exalted in the Order. Another distinguished Grand Secretary, 
James Heseltine, not only signed the Charter of Compact but became first 
Grand Principal in 1773 and again in 1786. Other contemporary distinguished 
brethren, members of Grand Chapter, were the Chevalier Bartholomew 
Ruspini, later to become First Grand Principal ; James Galloway, who was 
Junior Grand Warden in 1781 and First Grand Principal four years later; and 
.John Allen, Provincial Grand Master, Lancashire ( 1769-1806), First Grand 
Principal jn 1782 and Grand Treasurer of Grand Chapter from J 794 to 1806. 
Probably the most distinguished of all was the celebrated Thomas Dunckerley 
who later became Grand Superintendent in and over no fewer than 18 Royal 
Arch Provinces and Provincial Grand Master of 8 Craft Provinces. 

Another member of Grand Chapter at this time was Bro. Captain George 
Smith, who although he became Provincial Grand Master of Kent in 1777, 
ought to be described as notorious rather than distinguished. Whilst in the 
King's Bench prison for debt in 1 783 with other Masons he held meetings 
of the Lodge of which he was Master actually in the prison at which he 'con
ferred' degrees. He was duly called to account by the Grand Lodge. The follow
ing year the matter of a false Certificate, used by a beggar to collect alms as a 
distressed Mason, came before Grand Lodge. On investigation .it transpired that 
lbe Certificate had been obtained from Smith who was, in consequence, sum
moned to appear before the Committee of Charity. He did not appear and was 
expelled the Craft. 

In 1774 the Grand Principals were Charles Taylor, Charles Hanbw-y and 
James Bottomly, Companions about whom very little is known but who at-
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tended the Grand Chapter with great regularity - T aylor and Bottomly at
tending 7 meetings out of 8 and Hanbury 4 out of 8, so performing conscien
tiously the duties of their offices. Curiously enough Comp. Taylor, who had 
been Grand Treasurer since 1771, was requested "to continue the care of the 
cash" when he was elected M.E.Z., probably the only example of dual active 
offices. 

Let us now look mOl'e closely at the work of Grand Chapter during the 
year under review. The first meeting was held 14th ~anuary at the Mitre 
Tavern, Fleet Street, when two brethren "were sever Iy penrutted to pass 
the Royal Arch and pd. the usual fine". H.R.H. Henry Frederick, Duke of 
Cumberland, fow·th son of the Prince of Wales, was unanimously elected 
Patron of the Order. The M.E.Z., Taylor, was elected by ballot and the Second 
and Third Grand Principals were appointed, as were the Sojourners and Scribes. 
The Companions also "voted thei.J.· thanks to Bro. Heseltine for his past Care 
and Assiduity as the late P.Z. and a New Robe was ordered to be prepared for 
him". Four brethren were proposed, amongst whom was Stephen Sayre, a 
Sheriff of the City of London. The final minute is of particular interest and 
reads:-

'After the Usual Solemn Procession & All other Business ended The Cr. 
was closed in ancient Form & adjourned after which the Oms. dined together 
& in the evening a Ball was held to celebrate the Festival of St. Jno. at which 
about 70 Oms. Master Masons & Ladies were prest. After which an Elegant 
Supper was provided & the evening conducted & concluded with that Harmony 
and Social Mirth which have ever been the pcculier Criterions of :Masons and 
true Citizens of the World'. 

The second and third meetings (held l l th February and 11th March) 
were of a routine natme. At the fourth meeting in the year, 8th April, Bro. 
South, to whom reference has already been made, "read to the Oms. a Dis
sertation on the 4th Degree of Masonry containing many Instructive & In
genious Remarks & recd. the Unanimous Thanks of the Cm. from the C.'bair". 
Capt. Smith certainly showed ingenuity in his later activities as we have al1·eacly 
seen. The most significant business of Lhe evening, however, was communi
cated by Bro. Heseltine, the immcdiace Past M.E.Z. He "read some Despatches 
recd. by him from Bengal setting forth the great Desire of Som Brors. there 
to have a R.A.C. [?] & showing the Difficulties they labour under for want of a 
proper No. of resident Oms. to receive such authority". A Committee was 
thereupon appointed to consider the despatches and to prepare an answer. 
Presumably the Companions appointed went into Committee immediately 
because the minutes go on to record a Resolution "that a Patent be granted to 
Br. Durham of Bengal & any or. 2 regular Brors. he may know there to be 
R.A.Masons". And so the fu-st overseas Oharter was granted - it was numbered 
10 and dated 8th April, 1774. Unfortunately the Chapter seems never to have 
functioned as nothing more is heard of it. 

On the 13th May Capt. Smith again played a part - he "read to the 
Oms. a Dissertation in praise of Masonry". 

At the October meeting the Introductory lecture was delivered, apparently 
taking longer than usual as "the Oms. not having time to go thro' the Sections 
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• ' 

they were postponed". T he minutes also disclose a delicate approach to affairs 
ol' the day in that it was ordered "a genteel Lr. be wrote by E. & sent to Br. 
Martin desiring him to app. some Evening previous to the next Cr. Night to 
meet Br. Taylor & Br. Rich to settle the Accts relative to the last Anniversary". 

On the 11th November a Bro. J ohn Palmer, junior, a Merchant of St. 
James' Parish, Montigo Bay, Jamaica, was proposed, ballotted for, approved 
and "permitted to Pass the Arch this evening" on account of his going abroad 
before the next meeting. A further minute is worthy of note in that it was ordered 
that Certificales be prepared for tlle said Brother Palmer and one other, the 
first recorded reference to Grand Chapter Certilicates. 

The final meeting of the year was held 9 December but is of little interest 
other than that t\vo more brethren were exalted. So ended one year's work of the 
Grand Chapter. There had been 8 meetings, at which the average attendance 
was 16, and one Committee of Accounts. The Grand Principals and other 
Officers had been elected and a Royal Grand Patron appointed. Fourteen 
brethren had been exalted and one new Chapter authorised. The lectures were 
rehearsed on two occasions and two papers were read. 

I trust, Companions, that this brief review of what our forefathers were 
doing 200 years ago has been of some interest. 

, The M.E. ACTING FmsT GRAND PRINCIPAL: Thank you very much, 
E. Comp. Hewitt, for your most interesting and informative address. We are 
most grateful. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE M.E. ACTING FIRST GRAND 
PRINCIPAL. 

I 

APPOINT?YIBNT OF GRAND SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The M.E. ACTING FmsT GRAND PRINCIPAL: Companions, I come to the 
announcements. 

Since the last Regular Convocation the M.E. The First Grand Principal 
has made the following appointments:-

E. Comp. David N. Rockwood, P .G.St.B., to be Grand Superintendent in 
and over Sri Lanka; 

E. Comp. Robert W. Elliott, P.A.G.D.C., to be Grand Superintendent in 
and over Suffolk; 

E. Comp. Sir Lionel Brett, P.G.Supt., Nigeria, to be Grand Super
intendent in and over Somerset; and 

E. Comp. Kenneth L. Rowland to be Grand Superintendent in and over 
South America, Northern Division. 

Grand Chapter was closed in Antient and Solemn form. 

At the close of the proceedings the first verse of the National Anthem was 
sung. 
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